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Castle R
o
c
k
 Rhyolite FormationIn a

s
 little a

s
 fifteen minutes a

 cloud of
s
uperheated volcanic ash w

a
s
 deposited in

th
e
 Front R

a
n
g
e
 area from a

n
 explosion in

th
e
 R
o
c
k
y
 Mountains near Mt. Princeton.

T
h
e
 ash welds a

s
 s
o
o
n
 a
s
 it hits the ground

w
ith deposits about 2

0
 feet thick. Although

m
uch eroded a

w
a
y
,
 m
a
n
y
 m
e
s
a
 tops

remain.
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m
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N
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T
h
e
 remains of a

 continuous river of lava
s
urround Castle Rock. T

h
e
 beautiful grey a

n
d

pink variegated stone w
a
s
 shipped throughout the

R
ocky Mountain region. n/lap from O

r
m
e
s
'

T
racking G

h
o
s
t
 Railroads

Workers at an early Castle R
o
c
k
 Quarry. In its heyday up to

10
 railroad carloads could b

e
 shipped per day. T

h
e
 first

q
uarry w

a
s
 the M

a
d
g
e
 Quarry n

o
w
 Rhyolite Park.



Victoria's H
o
u
s
e
 - 1

8
8
9

C
h
a
m
b
e
r
 of C

o
m
m
e
r
c
e
 - 1

9
9
2

V
ictoria and Thorwald Christensen on the

porch of their house at 4
2
0
 Jerry St with

c
hildren, Willard, R

a
y
m
o
n
d
 &Milton - c.1923

Douglas County High School built in 1911, after the o
n
e

b
uilt in 1

9
0
9
 burned d

o
w
n
.
 N
o
w
 expanded and covered in

brick on three sides, It is the Douglas County School
D

istrict Headquarters. Rhyolite is still visible on the east
side of the building.
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T
h
e
 Maples

Upton Treat Smith H
o
u
s
e

19
0
2
 - Buiit by gold hunter and homesteader Upton

T
reat Smith from Maine. Later County Treasurer

a
nd banker.

19
0
2
 -
G
e
o
r
g
e
 P. Stewart House, gave the

"Rock" to Castle Rock, also o
w
n
e
d
 the Santa F

e
Q
uarry. H

e
 loved to look at the R

o
c
k
 from his

d
ining room.



Christ's Episcopal Church

19
0
6
 -Built by immigrants from England a

n
d

W
ales. Parishioners a

d
d
e
d
 a
 sanctuary,

vestibule a
n
d
 bell tower to the original structure

Ball H
o
u
s
e

c.1885 -
F
r
a
n
k
 Ball w

a
s
 the county school

s
uperintendent w

h
o
 worked with Cole Briscoe to

pa
s
s
 law establishing high schools in every

C
olorado county.



D
o
e
 
ke H

o
u
s
e

p
H
a
m
m
a
r
 H
o
u
s
e

1881 - Buiit by Benjamin H
a
m
m
a
r
,
 a
 stone

m
ason and homesteader. It w

a
s
 later o

w
n
e
d
 by

D
r. George Alexander and used a

s
 his h

o
m
e

a
nd office. H

e
 w
a
s
 in practice for 6

2
 years.

19
0
4
 -This h

o
u
s
e
 w
a
s
 built next to the railroad siding

that serviced the H
a
t
h
a
w
a
y
 a
n
d
 O'Brien Quarries o

n
L
a
k
e
 Gulch R

o
a
d
.
 It also h

a
s
 a
 rhyolite carriage h

o
u
s
e

w
ith hayloft.



Dyer H
o
u
s
e
 Ice H

o
u
s
e

D
yer H

o
u
s
e
 Cornerstone

-
July 1

8
7
5

Cantril Schooi

18
9
7
 - Buiit in 8

 m
o
n
t
h
s
 after the first w

o
o
d
e
n

s
chool burned. It offered grades 1 to 1

2
 until a

s
eparate high school w

a
s
 built o

n
 Wilcox St . It

w
a
s
 patterned after the rhyolite courthouse

w
hich burned in 1978.
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D
e
n
v
e
r
 &
R
i
o
 G
r
a
n
d
e
 D
e
p
o
t

18
7
5
 -
D
e
p
o
t
 in its original location at 3rd a

n
d

F
ront St. Photograph from a

 1
9
1
4
 postcard.

Circa 1
9
6
5
-
6
9
 -
C
l
o
s
e
d
 d
e
p
o
t
 before it w

a
s
 m
o
v
e
d
.



1st National B
a
n
k
 of D

C
Courthouse Cafe

19
0
4
 -First National B

a
n
k
 of Douglas County. It

w
a
s
 closed in 1

9
3
3
 during the Depression. It

be
c
a
m
e
 the Masonic L

o
d
g
e
 in 1937.

c.1923 -
T
h
e
 Cafe used to feed the prisoners from

th
e
 Courthouse and installed the 1st electric sign,

"
EAT". Later b

e
c
a
m
e
 the Sportsman's Bar &

Lisa,Lisa.



Stone Courthouse
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18
8
9
 -
D
o
u
g
l
a
s
 County Courthouse built of rhyolite. It

w
a
s
 also the site of the county jail. It w

a
s
 place o

n
the National Register of Historic Places in the 1

9
7
0
s

T
h
e
 courthouse w

a
s
 destroyed by a

n
 arson

fire in 1978.
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Keystone H
 ote i__ ~~s L ~ ~ ~~~~~~~~

19
0
4
-
1
9
1
0
 T
h
e
 first building w

a
s
 built in 1904.

Later the building w
a
s
 e
x
p
a
n
d
e
d
 with a

 large
a
ddition. A

 restaurant, bar, s
h
o
p
s
 a
n
d
 living

q
uarters have remained the primary uses of the

b
uilding

St. Francis Church

18
8
8
-
8
9
 St. Francis Church w

a
s
 the first Catholic in

C
astle Rock. T

h
e
 parish m

o
v
e
d
 to a

 larger building in
1966. T

h
e
 old church w

a
s
 converted to a

 restaurant in
1975.


